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Pictured above is one of four new Medi-Ride vehicles purchased by the City that feature better fuel economy, reduced emissions
and a safer ride for Commerce residents who use the free service.

City PURCHASES FOUR NEW MEDI-RIDE VEHICLES

The City recently purchased
four new Medi-Ride vehicles to
replace the Medi-Ride vans the
City acquired in 2002. The new
vehicles were purchased using
Federal Transportation Adminis-
tration funds in conjunction with
local transit funds to cover a
local matching contribution for
the City.

“The technology on these new
Medi-Ride vans is a lot newer so
they are more fuel efficient and
produce fewer emissions,” said
Acting Director of Transportation
Claude McFerguson.

In addition to being environ-
mentally friendly, the new vehi-
cles seat 12 people, two more
than the vans they replace, and
feature a new braking technol-
ogy that will reduce wear and
tear on the vehicle, as well as
maintenance costs. The vehicles
also have accommodations for
disabled passengers, which in-

cludes a motorized platform
wheelchair ramp capable of
safely lifting the large scooter
style wheelchairs.

The vehicles also have a
number of advanced safety
features including emergency
exit lights and overhead hand
rails.

The vans were manufactured
using an exclusive “Steel-Safe”
construction technology that
wraps passengers in a welded
steel safety cage with a steel
exterior skin to provide maxi-
mum strength, rigidity and
structural integrity to better pro-
tect passengers in the event of
an accident.

The new replacement buses
were purchased through the A-
Z Bus Sales cooperative. Pur-
chases made through the
cooperative save the City the
time and expense of going out
to bid.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

The Commerce Library is en-

Last year the City awarded

port to the

The purchase process was
conducted through the Califor-
nia Association for Coordinated
Transportation (CalACT), which
complies with all Federal and
State procurement regulations.
The total purchase price was
$500,000.

The Commerce Medi-Ride
program is free to all city resi-
dents with a disability and for
seniors, 50 years of age or
older.

The City’s Medi-Ride service
is provided on a "curb-to-curb"
basis.

The service is available Mon-
day through Friday between 8
a.m. and 3 p.m. for trips within a
12-mile radius of City Hall.

For more information on the
Medi-Ride Program, call the
Transportation Department at
(323) 887-4480.

Commerce Scholarship Pro-

couraging Commerce residents
who are currently enrolled in
college or will be attending an

1 accredited college or university
| this fall to apply for a 2011
Commerce Scholarship.

The Scholarship is open to
undergraduates carrying 12 or
more units (full-time status) and
post graduates meeting all eligi-
bility requirements.

fifty-two scholarships totaling
$81,000 to Commerce resi-
dents through the Commerce
Scholarship Program.

This year the application is
be available online via the
Commerce Library’s website at
www.cocpl.org or the City’s
main website at www.ci.com-
merce.ca.us/. The deadline to
submit applications for the

gram is May 6.

For more information, call
Scholarship Coordinator Beat-
riz Sarmiento at
(323) 722-6660 or visit the
Commerce Library’s website
at www.cocpl.org. The Annual
Commerce Scholarship Pro-
gram is coordinated by the De-
partment of Library Services.
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CALENDAR ART
CONTEST
PARTICIPANTS
RECOGNIZED

Children view contest entries at the Cal-
endar Contest Awards Ceremony held at
the Citadel Retail Outlets.

Participants in the 2011 “My Fa-
vorite Place In Commerce” Calen-
dar Art Contest were honored at
an awards ceremony at the
Citadel in December. More than
150 people showed up including
participants, their family members
and City Officials.

“The artwork produced by these
young Commerce residents is out-
standing. It is our honor to recog-
nize all of the participants who
took the time to share their favorite
place in Commerce through art,”
said Public Information Officer
Brian Wolfson.

The contest for residents 18 and
under prompted more than 100
entries. The grand prize was pre-
sented in January at a City Coun-
cil meeting to Jeanette
Hernandez, 17, for her oil painting
of the Rosewood Park Community
Center. The Bell Gardens High
School student received a gift bas-
ket from the Citadel and a plaque
from the City of Commerce. Her
painting is on the cover of the cal-
endar and displayed in January.

In addition to Hernandez, the
winning artists included Luis Gon-
zalez, 9; Kacey Flores, 10;
Genessy Rivera, 14; Kiana Her-
nandez, 11; Rambert Acero, 13;
Erica Branch, 7; Dalena Rivera,
11; Jason Mercado, 10; Crystal
Caldera, 9; Daniel Ramirez, 7; and
Citlalli Ortiz, 5.

Each winner received a gift card
from the Citadel and had their
entry featured in one month of the
calendar.

Attendees at the ceremony en-
joyed cookies and refreshments

See ART CONTEST page 2



FrOM THE DESK OF JORGE RIFA
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The Miss Commerce Pageant is a cherished institution
in the City of Commerce and a treasured community tradi-
tion. Itis one of the events that many Commerce families
look forward to each year. This year’s pageant will be
held Saturday, Feb. 26 at Steven’s Steakhouse and tele-
vised live on cable channel 3 . On behalf of the Com-
merce City Council, | want to wish each of the participants
the best of luck and continued success. The young
women hoping to become our City’s next queen are out-
standing individuals with the character and talent to repre-
sent our City.

The City’s 2010 Year End Report is now available for
public review. The report is a record of the City’s major
projects, services and accomplishments. It includes infor-
mation about each City department and a summary of the
City’s general operating budget. Copies of the Year End
Report will be available to the public online at ci.com-
merce.ca.us and at each branch of the Commerce Public
Library and at City Hall.

With the state budget deficit now exceeding $25 billion,
the state’s fiscal crisis continues to deteriorate. Governor
Brown and the Legislature must deal with the never end-
ing state budget deficit problem. However, the Governor’s
proposal to eliminate redevelopment agencies is a step in
the wrong direction and would be devastating to under-
served cities like the City of Commerce. Eliminating rede-
velopment funding would force substantial program and
service cuts at the local level and would cost California
thousands of jobs. Redevelopment is a local tool for pro-
moting private investment. It is an economic engine in-
tended to improve communities stimulating job growth,
new construction and housing. It’s not clear if the Gover-
nor’s proposal would withstand a legal challenge (Prop. 22
prohibits raiding local redevelopment agencies) or get the
support of the legislature, but it will hurt California’s econ-
omy.

Recently the City adopted an ordinance that establishes
regulations for the use of canopies on residential proper-
ties. Each household can purchase a permit for $50 that
will allow a canopy to be used on that property for a period
of 90 days. Copies of the new ordinance are being distrib-
uted to all City households. The City has also revised the
Commerce Municipal Code to discourage fraudulent ac-
cess and misuse of Commerce resident activity cards.
These changes are designed to discourage potential im-
pacts on Commerce programs and services that are
caused by activity card fraud. For more on this see the
story on page 2.

If you are a Commerce resident currently enrolled in col-
lege or will be attending an accredited college or univer-
sity this fall, we encourage you to fill out an application for
the 2011 Commerce Scholarship Program. This will be the
first year that the application is available exclusively online
via the City’s website at www.ci.commerce.ca.us/ or the
Commerce Library’s website at www.cocpl.org.

Remember to vote in the Tuesday, March 8 General Mu-
nicipal Election. For more information about the election
see the City Clerk’s article on page 7 of this issue. Voting
is one of the most important things you can do to ensure
your voice in government and in our democracy.

And lastly, City Hall and the Commerce libraries will be
closed on Friday, February 11 and Monday, February 22 in
observance of President Lincoln’s and President Wash-
ington’s birthdays.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

’
7,

Sincerely,
Jorge Rifa
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MuNiICIPAL NOTES

M Fraudulent Resident Card Penalties Approved

To control fraudulent access and misuse of Com-
merce resident activity cards, the City Council ap-
proved revisions to the Commerce Municipal Code
that include penalties for individuals who obtain or as-
sist others in fraudulently attaining activity cards.
Penalties include the revocation of activity cards for
one year and repayment for City services obtained
using the fraudulent card. The new revisions also
make it illegal for Commerce residents to knowingly
allow others to use their address to fraudulently estab-

B FinANCIAL AID HELP FOR COMMERCE COLLEGE STUDENTS

Commerce Library volunteer
Evelyn Diaz is volunteering to
help students and their parents
identify and apply for financial
aid opportunities like the Free
Application For Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA) application
to help the students pay their
college tuition.

“A lack of money shouldn’t
be an obstacle to getting an
education,” said Diaz who is a

Evelyn Diaz
college counselor at Huntington Park High School
(HPHS) and is currently working on her teaching creden-
tial and Master’s Degree at Cal State Long Beach.

A 2010 Commerce Scholarship recipient, Diaz grew up

lish residency and/or obtain a resident card. In addition
to the penalties, anyone who violates these statutes
will be subject to prosecution.

The City will send individuals suspected of using a
fraudulent card a letter asking the activity card holder
to re-verify their Commerce residency.

These changes will discourage activity card fraud
and protect resident programs and services while al-
lowing staff to thoroughly screen resident card applica-
tions.

in Commerce and participated in many City programs in-
cluding sports and dance. Having benefitted from these
programs she wants to reciprocate. “I'm now at a stage in
my career where I've got more stability so | wanted to give
back some of the support | was fortunate enough to re-
ceive,” said Diaz.

After approaching Commerce Scholarship Coordinator
Beatriz Sarmiento last fall, Diaz started helping local high
school students fill out college applications.

Now Diaz, who has worked extensively with low income
and first generation college bound students, is helping
Commerce residents with financial aid forms like the
FAFSA application.

To set up an appointment to review financial aid oppor-
tunities or for assistance in filling out forms, call (323) 887-
2823.

ART CONTEST PARTICIPANTS RECOGNIZED

B CONT. FROM PAGE 1

enjoyed cookies and refreshments while they walked
around in an impromptu art gallery consisting of the con-
test entries. The event also featured a slide show of all of
the entries set to Christmas music.

The Commerce Community Calendar and the Calendar
Art Contest were produced and coordinated by the Com-
merce Public Information Office together with the Library
and Parks and Recreation. The contest judges were

B CounciL ACTIONS

Regular Meeting of December 21

 Approved a request for a consulting services pro-
posal to design and build a landfill gas collection and
treatment system for the Structural Materials site at
7025 E. Slauson Ave.

 Approved a resolution to upgrade the drive-thru bus
wash system in the Transportation Center.

 Approved a resolution awarding a design and engi-
neering services agreement to TMAD Taylor and
Gaines for the 26th Street Metro link Station Im-
provement Project.

 Approved a resolution awarding a professional serv-
ices agreement to Onward Engineering for the City
of Commerce Bus Shelter Project.

 Approved a resolution awarding a design and engi-
neering agreement to Elie Farah, Inc. for the Com-
merce Safe Route to School Program Project.

 Approved a resolution amending the Fiscal Year
2010/2011 Community Development Block Grant
and Capital Improvement Program funded profes-
sional services agreements with Willdan Engineer-
ing, Inc., Onward Engineering, Inc. and Adrian-Gaus
Architects, Inc.

 Received and filed a report on the power outage that
occurred in the Village neighborhood on December
12.

 Approved a request to telecast the City Council Can-
didates Forum.

* Made appointments to the Education Commission
and I-710 Local Advisory Commission.

» Adopted an Ordinance amending the Commerce Mu-
nicipal Code which prohibits bicycling, skateboarding
and similar activities in certain areas of the City. The

Parks and Recreation Commissioner Steve Viesca, City
employees Josue Martinez, Marie Hovik, Anthony Aguilar,
and Gina Nila. Commerce employee Ed Torres served as
a judging coordinator.

The reception was sponsored by the Citadel Outlets and
coordinated by Citadel Outlets General Manager Susan
Jennrich. Winners and participants received
prizes, refreshments and treats donated by the Citadel.

amendments will establish fines for violations and es-
tablishes a diversion program and education cam-
paign.

» Approved a resolution declaring GameTime c/o Great
Western Park and Playground is not a responsible
bidder for the Playground Rubberized Resurfacing
project.

* Adjourned in memory of City Employee Michael
Navarro.

Correction

In the Jan. 2011 issue of RTTP we erroneously re-
ported that Greenwood Community Church Pastor
Sam Wright spoke at the 2010 Veterans Day Cere-
mony. The speaker was current Pastor Jerry Bloom.
We apologize for our error and any confusion it my
have caused.
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City CLERKS OFFICE

City Clerk Linda Kay Olivieri has announced the following in-
formation relating to applications for vote by mail ballots and the
return of vote by mail ballots for the March 8, 2011, General
Municipal Election to be held in the City of Commerce:

Registered voters in the City may request in writing a vote by
mail ballot from the City Clerk’s Office between February 7 and
March 1, 2011. You may also come by the City Clerk's Office
between these dates, complete an application and vote in per-
son. Applications submitted prior to this time will be held until
February 7.

The City Clerk’s Office cannot accept any applications re-
ceived less than seven days prior to the election, unless you
become ill or disabled or for some unforeseen reason will be
away from your polling place on election day.

Applications are available at the City Clerk’s Office and are in-
cluded with the Sample Ballot and Voter Information Pamphlet.

Applications may also be provided by individuals, candidates,
committees, organizations or groups. These applications must
be of a uniform format as provided by law and must include on
it the name, address and telephone number of who provided it
to the voter. These applications may not be forwarded to the
voter.

Your application must include your printed name, residence
address, the address you want the vote by mail ballot sent to
(personally filled in by you) and the name and date of the elec-
tion you are applying for. In addition, you must personally date
and sign your application.

Even if requested by you, your vote by mail ballot will not be
sent to a candidate’s residence, campaign headquarters or po-
litical party, unless you are the candidate, candidate's spouse or
immediate family member or share the same residence address
as the candidate.

You have the right to return your application directly to the
City Clerk by mail or in person. You do not need to return the
application to any other individual, organization or group.

Your vote by mail ballot will be provided directly to you by the
City Clerk’s Office. Ballots will not be given to any individual,
organization or group to deliver to you. If you become ill or dis-
abled or for some unforeseen reason will be away from your
polling place between March 2 and March 8, 2011, you may au-

I APPLICATIONS FOR VOTE BY MAIL BALLOTS AND RETURN OF VOTE BY MAIL BALLOTS

thorize another person to bring you the ballot and return it for
you after you have voted.

You must personally return your ballot to the City Clerk's Office
by mail or delivery. [fill, or disabled, you may designate a spe-
cific relative or person residing in your household to return the
ballot for you by completing the required information on the back
of the return envelope. You may also return your ballot to any
polling place on election day.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Except as noted above, no other indi-
vidual, candidate, group or organization is allowed to pick up
and mail or deliver your ballot for you. This may prevent your
ballot from being counted.

If you are ill, or disabled, the City Clerk's Office will personally
send a special Deputy City Clerk to pick up your vote by mail
ballot and return it to the City Clerk's Office for you. If you are in
need of this service, please call the number listed below.

If you have requested and received a vote by mail ballot and
later decide you would like to vote in person at your polling place
on election day, please surrender your vote by mail ballot to the
election officers at your polling place and they will give you a
new ballot to vote at that time.

Further, if you have requested, received and returned a vote
by mail ballot and later decide you would like to vote in person at
your polling place on election day, or would like to change your
vote for any reason, you must personally come in to the City
Clerk’s Office to submit your request.

The counting of your vote by mail ballot will depend upon the
successful processing of your application and your voter regis-
tration being verified by the Los Angeles County Registrar's Of-
fice. Your signature on the back of the return envelope must
match your signature on your approved application.

Please note that vote by mail ballots received after the close of
the polls at 8:00 p.m. on March 8, 2011, will not be opened or
counted.

If you have any questions regarding these procedures or need
an application for a vote by mail ballot, please contact the City
Clerk's Office at 323-722-4805, Ext. 2252.

REMINDER — VOTER REGISTRATION FOR THE MARCH 8,
2011, ELECTION CLOSES ON FEBRUARY 21, 2011.

Il SOLICITUDES PARA PAPELETA DE VOTO POR CORREQ Y EL RETORNO DE PAPELETAS DE VOTO POR CORREO

La Secretaria Municipal, Linda Kay Olivieri ha anunciado la
siguiente informacién relacionada con las solicitudes para pa-
peletas de voto por correo y el retorno de las papeletas de voto
por correo para la Eleccién Municipal General de la Ciudad de
Commerce el 8 de Marzo de 2011.

Votantes registrados en la Ciudad pueden solicitar por escrito
una papeleta de voto por correo de la oficina de la Secretaria
Municipal del 7 de Febrero al 1 de Marzo de 2011. También
pueden recoger y completar la solicitud en persona en la oficina
de la Secretaria Municipal. Solicitudes entregadas antes de
este periodo de tiempo se guardaran hasta el 7 de Febrero.

La oficina de la Secretaria Municipal no puede aceptar solici-
tudes recibidas menos de siete dias antes de la eleccion, a
menos que se enferman o son incapacitados o por una razon
imprevista que lo obliga estar lejos de su centro electoral el dia
de votar.

Solicitudes con el Folleto de Informacién y Muestra de la Pa-
peleta estan disponibles en la oficina de la Secretaria Munici-
pal.

Solicitudes también pueden ser recibidas de individuos, can-
didatos, comités, organizaciones, o grupos. Por ley, estas so-
licitudes estan en una forma uniforme y deben de incluir el
nombre, direccién y nimero de teléfono de quien les dio la so-
licitud. Estas solicitudes no pueden ser remitidas al votante.

Su solicitud debe de incluir su nombre escrita en letra de
bloque, domicilio residencial, domicilio donde quiere que se
mande la papeleta (completada personalmente por usted) y el
nombre y fecha de la eleccion. Ademas, debe de personal-
mente firmar y fechar su solicitud.

Aungue usted lo solicite, la papeleta no sera mandada al
domicilio de un candidato, oficina de campafa o partido
politico, a menos que usted es un candidato, esposo del un
candidato o su familia directa, o reside usted en el mismo domi-
cilio del candidato.

Es su derecho devolver su solicitud directamente a la Secre-
taria Municipal por correo o en persona. No tiene que devolver
su solicitud a cualquier otro individuo, organizacion o grupo.

Su papeleta de voto por correo sera proveida directamente a
usted por parte de la oficina de la Secretaria Municipal. Pa-
peletas de voto no seran entregadas a ningun individuo, organi-
zacién o grupo para que se le entreguen a usted. Si usted se
enferma o esta incapacitado o por alguna razén imprevista no
puede ir a su centro electoral entre el 2 de Marzo y el 8 de
Marzo de 2011, puede usted autorizar a otra persona para que
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le entregue su papeleta y devuelva la misma después que ha
votado.

Debe usted personalmente devolver su papeleta a la oficina
de la Secretaria Municipal por correo o presentada en persona.
Si se encuentra enfermo o incapacitado, puede designar a un
miembro de su familia o persona que reside en su hogar para
que entregue su papeleta por usted si usted incluye la informa-
cién requerida en la parte trasera del sobre de retorno. También
puede usted devolver su papeleta a cualquier centro electoral
en el dia de la eleccion.

NOTA IMPORTANTE: Con la excepcién de lo indicado anteri-
ormente, ningln individuo, candidato, grupo o organizacién es
permitida recoger, mandar por correo, o entregar su papeleta
por usted. Esto puede prevenir que se cuente su voto.

Si esta usted enfermo o incapacitado, la oficina de la Secre-
taria Municipal mandara a un Delegado particular de la Secre-
taria Municipal para recoger su papeleta de voto por correo y
entregarlo a la oficina de la Secretaria Municipal. Si requiere
este servicio, favor de llamar al nUmero indicado al calce.

Ademas, si ha solicitado, recibi6 y devolvié una papeleta de
voto por correo y después decide que quiere votar en persona
en su centro electoral en el dia de la eleccion, o quiere cambiar
su voto por cualquier razon, debe de personalmente presen-
tarse en la oficina de la Secretaria Municipal para presentar su
solicitud.

Para que se cuente su papeleta de voto por correo depende
de que se procese su solicitud y de que su registro de votante
sea verificado por la Oficina del Registro Civil del Condado de
Los Angeles. Su firma en la parte trasera del sobre debe de ser
igual que su firma en su solicitud de registro.

Favor de notar que las papeletas de voto por correo recibidas
después que se cierran las cabinas electorales a las 8:00 p.m.
el 8 de Marzo de 2011, no seran abiertas o contadas.

Si tiene usted alguna pregunta sobre este proceso o si re-
quiere una solicitud para papeleta de voto por correo, favor de
comunicarse con la oficina de la Secretaria Municipal al 323-
722-4805, extension 2252.

RECUERDO - REGISTRACION PARA VOTAR EN LA ELEC-
CION DEL 8 DE MARZO DE 2011 CIERRA EL 21 DE
FEBRERO DE 2011.
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Featured Highlights

Award winning cablecasts of the Community Devel-
opment Commission & City Council Meetings
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. (Live every 1st and 3rd Tues.),
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., Thursdays at 5 p.m.

& Saturdays at 9 a.m.

2011 Miss Commerce Pageant Live Broadcast
Saturday, February 26, 2011
6 p.m. Steven Steak House

Replays of 2011 Miss Commerce Pageant
Starts Friday March 4, 2011

Mondays at 10:00 a.m., Tuesdays at 3 p.m.,
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m., Thursdays at 9 a.m.,
Fridays at 4:30 p.m., Saturdays at 6 p.m.

& Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

Commerce Candidates Forum Hosted by the
Commerce Industrial Council

Starts Friday, February 21, 2011

Mondays at 3 p.m., Tuesdays at 12 p.m.,
Wednesdays at 7 p.m., Thursdays at 8 p.m.,
Fridays at. 1 p.m., Saturdays at 4 p.m.

& Sundays at 10 a.m.

Commerce City News

Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 1 p.m.,
Wednesday at 1 p.m., Thursdays at 4 p.m.,
Friday at 9 a.m., Saturdays at 5 p.m.,
Sundays at9 a.m. & 5 p.m.

“In A Council Minute”

Mondays at 5 p.m., Tuesdays at 10 a.m.,
Wednesdays at 9 a.m., Thursdays at 2 p.m.,
Fridays at 2 p.m., Saturdays at 8 a.m.

& Sundays at 8 p.m.

Twilight Dance Series “Jovanotti”

Santa Monica Pier Concert

Mondays at 12 p.m., Tuesdays at 11 a.m.,
Wednesdays at 8 p.m., Thursdays at 7 p.m.,
Fridays at. 3 p.m., Saturdays at 1 p.m.

& Sundays at 11 a.m.

Commerce Water Polo Tournament
“Commerce vs. San Diego Shores”
Mondays at 2 p.m., Tuesdays at 4 p.m.,
Wednesdays at 4 p.m., Thursdays at 6 p.m.,
Fridays at. 4 p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m.

& Sundays at 1 p.m.

Commerce’s Advanced Step Aerobics Class
Mondays at 8 a.m.,Tuesdays at 2 p.m.,
Wednesdays at 2 p.m., Thursdays at 10 a.m.,
Fridays at 7 p.m., Saturdays at 4 p.m.

& Sundays at 8 a.m.

Vintage Vehicle Show - Shows include:
Bob Davidson

Mondays at 1 p.m.

Dan Jubie’s 4 Speed Museum
Wednesdays at 3 p.m.

Cars and Coffee Cruise

Thursdays at 1 p.m.

Artistic Creations Car Show

Saturdays at 2 p.m.

Commerce Channel 3 will play many different shows
throughout the month of February 2011. Please see the
ongoing Channel TV Guide for more info on show titles
and show broadcast times. Remember to check this chan-
nel for major emergency info and basic info on what’s hap-
pening in your city. Channel 3 can be viewed anywhere in
the world from our city web site at ci.commerce.ca.us.
Thank you for your viewing support.
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COMMERCE CITY COUNCIL

)T GniE COMMLERTE

CIVIC CENTER

Tina Baca Del Rio, Mayor
Robert C. Fierro, Mayor Pro Tem
Joe Aguilar, Councilmember

Lilia R. Leon, Councilmember

NEED A JOB?

B EBDC CAN HEeLp

The Commerce Employment Business
and Development Center (EBDC) is offer-
ing Job Preparation Workshops to first
time job seekers and to the underem-
ployed to enhance their existing skills.
The classes are free and will be held on
an ongoing basis.

Topics for the workshops include: Inter-
viewing Skills, Resume Writing,
Cover/Thank You Letters, and The Appli-
cation Process. The agency also offers
free career guidance and employment re-
ferral services.

To sign-up for a Job Prep Workshop or
for more information on other available
services, contact the Employment Busi-
ness and Development Center at (323)
887-4461.

The Public Information Office welcomes your story
ideas, suggestions, and opinions.
Deadline for submission is the first of each month for
publication the following month.
For more information, call 323-887-4447 - www.ci.commerce.ca.us

2535 Commerce Way - Commerce, CA 90040

|
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RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

CiTy ORDINANCE REGULATING CANOPIES APPROVED

B MuLTI-DAY PERMITS REQUIRED

L

In October, the City Council adopted
an ordinance regulating the placement
of canopy structures on residential
properties. The ordinance limits the
number of canopies permitted on resi-

dences and requires a permit and fee
for structures that will be up for more
than 24 hours. Under the ordinance,
residents can have one canopy in the
rear yard of their residential properties.
Canopies are not permitted in front or
side yards. Residents who want to
keep a canopy up for more than one
day must obtain a $50 permit which al-
lows the structure to be up for a maxi-
mum of 90 days. Only one permit will
be issued annually.

While the ordinance states that
canopies cannot be visible from public
view, an exception will be made for
owners of corner lots. Staff will pro-
vide information about canopy struc-
tures to residents over the next couple

of months and all nhonconforming
canopy structures will be required to be
removed by mid February.

Staff reported that use of tents and
canopies has increased creating a need
for regulation. Officials also reported
that improperly placed tents and
canopies can be hazardous because
structures made with materials that are
not fire treated create a fire risk and that
light weight structures can blow over or
collapse during high winds affecting the
property owner and neighboring proper-
ties. Aesthetically, tents and canopies
may detract from a neighborhood’s ap-
pearance.

For more information, call the Plan-
ning Division at (323) 722-4805.

FEBRUARY DATES TO NOTE

1
City Council/CDC, 6:30 pm

2
Senior Citizens Commission,
12:30 pm

Teen Book Club
Greenwood Library, 4:30 pm

Housing Committee, 5 pm

Traffic Commission, 6:30 pm

3
Parks and Recreation Commission,
6 pm

5
Queen’s Breakfast, 10 am

7
English Book Club, 6 pm

Youth Advisory Commission, 7 pm

8
Beautification Committee, 3:30 pm

9
Community Task Force, 3 pm

Teen Book Club
Bristow Park Library, 4:30 pm

10
Community Services Commission,
6 pm

11
Lincoln’s Birthday Observed
City Hall and Libraries Closed

12
Lincolin’s Birthday

14
Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day Teen Program
Central Library, 4 pm

Education Commission, 6 pm
15
Library Embajadores, 6 pm

City Council/CDC, 6:30 pm

16
Employment Task Force, 1 pm

Teen Book Club
Atlantic Library, 4:30 pm

21
Washington’s Birthday Observed
City Hall and Libraries Closed

22
Washington’s Birthday

Teen Book Club
Central Library, 5:30 pm

Library Commission, 5:30 pm

I-710 Local Advisory Committee,
6:30 pm

IZD?anning Commission, 6:30 pm
26
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28

Adult Computer Class, 5:30 pm

Read Across America
Central Library, 6 pm

Spanish Book Club, 6 pm

RTTP Articulos
en Espanol

Si le interesa recibir la version en
Espaniol de algun articulo, por favor
llame a la Oficina de Informacion
Publica al (800) 887-4442.

Cuando llame, indique el titulo del
articulo, la fecha y la direccion de su
domicilio o correo electrénico. La
version traducida se le mandara.
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